Schistosome male-female interaction: induction of germ-cell differentiation.
Male and female schistosomes are permanently paired while they live in the bloodstream of their vertebrate hosts. Female schistosomes produce eggs only when they are in intimate association with a male. Here, I combine classical cytological knowledge about the cellular processes in the female that are affected by the male with recent molecular results that are beginning to allow speculation about the signalling events involved.